
Write-Off! 

 
You often see ‘Cat C’ or ‘Cat D’ in car advertisements -

especially on EBay!- and while most people probably know that 

these refer to the car having been subject to an insurance 

settlement of some sort, what do these and the other 

categories actually mean? 

 

Beginning with the most serious, Category A cases are not 

allowed to be put back on to the road and even their 

components must also be scrapped. There is usually 

realistically little which can be reused in these cases, so this 

is quite clear-cut. 

 

  

 

Category B vehicles must also not be used again, but their 

components may be reused. While it is possible to see some of 

the reasoning behind this, there does seem to be a 

contradiction in the car as a whole being unsuitable for 

further use but its components being satisfactory. 

 

With Category C we reach the further contradiction of the 

car being condemned as being too expensive to repair (i.e. the 

repair exceeds the value of the vehicle), yet someone is 

allowed to repair it and put it back on the road. Of course, a 

professional-quality repair may be possible using used or 

pattern parts and perhaps carried out by someone working in 

their own time or without the overheads of a bigger business, 

but the fact remains that Cat C repairs are open to abuse. 

 

 

 

In Category D the repair cost will still exceed the value of the 

vehicle, but not just in terms of the work required. There will 



be another factor which contributes to this situation, such as 

the non-availability of a part leading to prolonged car hire 

costs, so of all the classes this is likely to include the least 

damage.  

 

The final category does not exist officially as the insurance 

company is not involved. There cars are referred to as 

Unrecorded and while beyond economic repair have not been 

reported due to things like being in an own-fault accident 

under third party cover or even being damaged while being 

driven uninsured. 

 

   

 

So, should a vehicle having been Cat C, Cat D or Unrecorded 

and then repaired put you off purchasing it? The thing to 

remember with the first two categories is that the price has to 

be lower than a comparable non-recorded example and the 

same will be true when you come to sell it, not to mention the 

resistance that there might be from some potential buyers. 

Aside from that it is simply a matter of evaluating as well as is 

possible how things have been done and as there are likely to 

be as many decently repaired cars as not you just have to 

decide which is which, perhaps with the assistance of a 

professional inspection. 

 

As for Unrecorded, a car which has been underinsured or even 

not insured is probably unlikely to be a sound bet for other 

reasons relating to a lack of expenditure by the owner. 

However, each car has to be judged on its own merits and 

irrespective of its status being advertised an HPI check is -as 

ever- essential, as this will also reveal other undesirable 

features, such as outstanding finance. 

 

One final word of warning: I once HPI’d a car which turned out 

to have been recorded not once but twice. The selling dealer 

advertised that all their cars were HPI checked, which was no 

doubt true. The implication in this was that all of their cars 

were ‘clean’ but they obviously were not, so be vigilant! 

MJB 


